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brother will write you all the particulars; for my part, you
can't expect I should enter into the details of it.    His
enemies pay him the compliment of saying, ' they do believe
now that he did not plunder the public, as he was accused
(as  they accused  him) of doing, he  having died in such
circumstances.'   If he had no proofs of his honesty but this,
I don't think this would be such indisputable authority:
not leaving immense riches would be scanty evidence of his
not having acquired them, there happening to  be  such
a thing as spending them.    It is certain he is dead very
poor:   his  debts,  with   his  legacies,  which   are  trifling,
amount to fifty thousand pounds.    His estate, a nominal
eight thousand a year, much mortgaged.    In short,  his
fondness for Houghton has endangered Houghton.    If he
had not so overdone it, he might have left such an estate
to his family as might have secured the glory of the place
for many years: another such debt must expose it to sale.'
If he had lived, his unbounded generosity and contempt of
money would have run him into vast difficulties.    However
irreparable his personal loss may be to his  friends,  he
certainly died critically well for himself: he had lived to
stand the rudest trials with honour, to see his character
universally cleared, his enemies brought to infamy for their
ignorance or villany, and the world allowing him to be the
only man in England fit to be what he had been; and he
died at a time when his age and infirmities prevented his
again  undertaking  the support of  a government which
engrossed his whole care, and which he foresaw was falling
into the last confusion.  In this I hope his judgement failed !
His fortune attended him to the last; for he died of the
most painful of all distempers, with little or no pain.
The House of Commons have at last finished their great aifair, their inquiry into the Mediterranean miscarriage. It was carried on with more decency and impartiality thanname of Mackenzie on inheriting-
